
Catholic Social Teaching 
Catholic Social Teaching (CST) is rooted in 

Scripture, formed by the wisdom 

of Church leaders, and influenced by 

grassroots movements. It is our moral 

compass, guiding us on how to live out our 

faith in the world. 

 

Our faith calls us to love God and to love 

our neighbours in every situation, 

especially our sisters and brothers living in 

poverty.  

 

Following in the footsteps of Christ, we 

hope to make present in our unjust and 

broken world, the justice, love and peace 

of God. 

 

Modern Catholic Social Teaching is said to 

have originated in 1891 with the encyclical 

letter, Rerum Novarum. Since then, a 

wealth of teaching continues to give new 

life to the Scriptures and shape the 

Church’s response to our modern world.  

 

 

 

Pope Francis’ continues to add to Catholic 

Social Teaching with his own encyclicals 

including Laudato Si’ (2015) and Fratelli 

Tutti (2020). 

 
 

Catholic Social Teaching at St 

Mary’s 
Within the new RE curriculum Directory that is 

being phased in over the next two years, 

Catholic Social Teaching has a big part to play 

in the RE learning that the children will engage 

with.  To support this learning and to ensure 

that the parts of Catholic Social Teaching are 

not limited to the RE lessons only, at St Mary’s 

we have plotted across the wider curriculum 

where opportunities to reflect on the BIG 

questions that Catholic Social Teaching poses 

occur. 

This means that every child in the school will 

be thinking and reflecting on their place in this 

world and how they engage with others. 

At St Mary’s we are focussing in seven points 

of Catholic Social teaching within 6 aspects. 

Peace & Justice, Solidarity, Stewardship, 

Options, Common Good and Dignity. 
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Here are the BIG questions that 

the children will explore in the 

wider curriculum to support their 

understanding of the six key 

aspects of Catholic Social 

teaching. 

These link also to the 

British Values shared 

across the curriculum as 

well as the PSHE and 

cultural capital that 

enable our children to 

leave St Mary’s ready to 

be Global Citizens in 

God’s image. 


